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Sources for use with Section A.
Answer the questions in Section A on the option for which you have been prepared.
Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053-1106
Source for use with Question 1a.

Source 1: From The Life of King Edward who rests at Westminster. This account of the reign
of Edward the Confessor was written in 1065-67 by a monk from Flanders
who had access to information from the royal court. The book was dedicated
to Queen Edith, the widow of Edward the Confessor and sister of Harold
Godwinson. Here the author describes Harold Godwinson’s accession to the
earldom of Wessex in 1053.

Earl Godwin died in April 1053. His son Harold, eldest in birth as in wisdom,

was appointed by the king’s favour to the earldom in his place. At this,

the whole of the English people breathed again and they were consoled

for their loss of Godwin. In the strength of his body and mind, Harold

stood forth among the people, a true friend of his race and country. He 5
wielded his father’s powers even more actively, and walked in his ways,

that is, in patience and mercy, and with kindness to men of good will. But

this champion of the law threatened disturbers of the peace, thieves and

robbers with the terrible face of a lion. Harold was tall, well-practised in

endless marches and doing without sleep and food, and he had a mildness 10
of temper and a good understanding. Indeed, the fault of rashness is not

one that anybody could charge against him, or any son born of Godwin.
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Source for use with Question 1b.

Source 2: From William of Jumiéges, The Deeds of the Dukes of Normandy. This account
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was written in the years 1070-1. William of Jumieges was a monk from the
abbey of Jumieges that was founded by Duke William. His book was dedicated
to William the Conqueror and was written to legitimise the duke’s succession
to the English throne.

Edward, king of the English, by Divine disposition lacking an heir, had

formerly sent Robert [of Jumieges] archbishop of Canterbury to Duke

William to nominate him as the heir to the kingdom which God had given 15
him. Furthermore Edward afterward sent Harold to Duke William in order

that Harold should swear fealty to him concerning Edward’s crown and

confirm it with Christian oaths. Harold was the greatest of all the earls of

Edward’s dominions in riches, honour and power. Harold, hastening to fulfil

this mission to William, crossed the narrow seas and landed in Ponthieu. 20
Here he fell into the hands of Guy, count of Abbeville, who at once took him

and his companions prisoner. When Duke William heard of this he angrily

caused them to be released. Harold remained with the Duke for some time,

and swore fealty concerning the kingdom with many oaths, before being

sent back to King Edward laden with gifts. 25

At length King Edward departed this world. Whereupon Harold immediately
seized his kingdom, breaking the oath of fealty which he had sworn to
the Duke.
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Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry Il, 1154-89
Source for use with Question 2a.

Source 3: From a command issued by Henry Il to his sheriffs on 24 December 1164 after
Thomas Becket had fled into exile.

| hereby command you that, if any one, either clerk or lay person, in your
bailiwick* appeals to the court of Rome, then you are to have him arrested

and put under guard until my pleasure shall be known. Also that you seize

into your own hands all the revenues and possessions of the archbishop

of Canterbury, as Ranulf de Broc** and my other officers shall instruct you. 5
Also | command you to arrest the fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters,
nephew and nieces of all the clerks who are with the archbishop, and put

them and their chattels into my keeping, until my pleasure shall be known,

and that you bring this document with you when you are summoned.

* bailiwick - the area under the authority of a bailiff
** Ranulf de Broc was one of Henry II's supporters. He was granted some of the
lands of Canterbury during Becket’s exile

Source for use with Question 2b.

Source 4: From Gerald of Wales, The Conquest of Ireland, written in 1189. Gerald was
archdeacon of Brecon and a chronicler. In 1184 he became a chaplain and
royal clerk in Henry Il's court. He travelled extensively in Wales and Ireland and
accompanied Henry Il on an expedition to Ireland in 1185.

The valiant King Henry landed in Ireland in the seventeenth year of his 10
reign, being the year of our Lord 1172. While Henry was resting a few days

at Wexford, the men of Wexford, to court his favour, brought to him their

prisoner Fitz-Stephen*, who was bound in chains. These men tried excusing
themselves because it was Fitz-Stephen who had been the first to invade

Ireland without the royal licence, and he had set the others a bad example. 15
The King, having loudly rebuked Fitz-Stephen, and threatened him with his

anger for his foolish enterprise, at last sent him back, bound and chained,

to be kept in safe custody in Reginald’s Tower**,

Soon afterwards, Dermitius, king of Cork, came of his own free will and

made his submission to the King of England, doing homage and swearing 20
fealty to the English king as his lord, and giving hostages for the regular

payment of a yearly homage. The King of England thence marched to

Cashel. There Duvenald, king of Limerick, came to meet him and having

asked for peace, which was granted, became also a subject of the King and

did him fealty which he promised faithfully to observe. Indeed there was 25
scarcely anyone of name or rank who did not pay to the King the homage

due from a liegeman to his lord.

* Fitz-Stephen was Gerald of Wales' uncle
** Reginald’s Tower - a defensive tower which was used as a prison
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